A new Hypoptopomatinae is described from the upper rio Jequitinhonha basin. The new species is distinguished from all congeners by having the ventral laminar expansions of cleithrum and coracoid bearing only 1-30 odontodes, restricted to the area near the pectoral-fin insertion; the anterior plates of mid-ventral lateral series reduced, not ventrally elongated, the first or the second markedly round; pectoral-fin unbranched ray distinctly divided distally, with 7-15 ossified segments, reaching almost half of its length; and accessory process on first epibranchial present. Microlepidogaster discus is further distinguished from its congeners by several other osteological features. The problems concerning the taxonomy of Microlepidogaster, as well as the pattern of distribution of the genus, are discussed.
Introduction
Microlepidogaster Eigenmann & Eigenmann, 1889 is a hypoptopomatine genus that is reportedly only present in the upper rio Paraná basin, southeastern Brazil. The genus comprises four valid species: M. perforatus Eigenmann & Eigenmann, 1889 , the type species, and M. dimorpha Martins & Langeani, 2011 both from the rio Grande drainage; and M. longicolla Reis, 2010 and M. arachas Martins, Calegari & Langeani, 2013 , both from the rio Paranaíba drainage. Microlepidogaster needs to be thoroughly defined as several species described or placed within the genus have been later reallocated to other genera within the Hypoptopomatinae (e.g. Regan, 1904; Miranda Ribeiro, 1911 , 1918 Gosline, 1945; Schaefer, 1997 .
Recent sampling in the upper rio Jequitinhonha basin revealed a new species of Microlepidogaster. According to many authors (e. g. Godinho et al., 1999; Bizerril & Lima, 2005; Andrade, 2010 ) the rio Jequitinhonha seems to have a lower ichthyofaunal diversity than other similar drainages, and until recently, Otothyris travassosi Garavello, Britski & Schaefer, 1998 was the only known Hypoptopomatinae reportedly present in this basin. 16171, 16 (1 c&s), 27.9-35.7 mm SL; MCZ 8181, holotype, 32 mm SL; 14.7-34.5 mm SL; MNRJ 31886, 13 
